The iPod Touch Classroom ????????????

http://ipodtouchclassroom.ning.com/
This network allows teachers around the globe to communicate and collaborate regarding the use of iPod Touches in the classroom. 

What is an iPod Touch?
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An iPod touch is a portable media device which has wireless capabilities.

What is an app?

An app is a program which can be downloaded onto your iPod touch via the iTunes store on your pc/mac or iPod touch either by syncing or wireless networks. There are also web apps which can accessed through safari.

Blog > iTouch and iPhone Apps for Education - ISTE
Touching student lives in the classroom: Creative Uses for iPod ... The December 2008 OEDb post, "Top 50 iPhone Apps for Educators," is also ...
Posted by: Wes Fryer 

The power of Twitter and personal learning networks continues to amaze me! Yesterday Oklahoma teacher Christy Paradise tweeted me a question about available workshops or training resources on iTouch and iPhone applications for education / classroom use. After retweeting the question, California educator Sandra McGonagle replied with a link to Tony Vincent's upcoming live workshop over UStream on Wednesday, April 29th at 3 pm PST, titled, "Picks from the App Store."
Another California educator, Ken Shelton, also tweeted a link to the iTouch/iPhone session he conducted at CUE last month, "iPhone/iPod Touch: The Ultimate Teaching and Learning Assistant." 

Tracey McGrath, a Philadelphia educator, tweeted a link to the Apple Learning Interchange article, "iPod touch. Touching student lives in the classroom: Creative Uses for iPod touch in Education." 
California educator Diane Darrow tweeted a link to "Calisphere iTouch History," which is a project bringing California history resources (including primary source materials) onto the iTouch/iPhone platforms.

The December 2008 OEDb post, "Top 50 iPhone Apps for Educators," is also worth checking out on this subject. I found it via Diigo's top social bookmarks tagged "iTouch."
iPod touch, iPhone, and iPad Educational Apps 

http://www.internet4classrooms.com/links_grades_kindergarten_12/apps_web2_tools.htm
If you have app recommendations not listed below, please email us! 

Susan.Brooks@internet4classrooms.com
 We welcome your input.

Teacher Tools

1. iSign - An ANIMATED phrase book of basic American Sign Language (ASL) gestures. Each of the gestures is modeled with a 3D character and completely animated. 

2. TeacherPal - Track the attendance, grades, and behavior of students.

Language Arts

1. Miss Spell - Word game that lets players test their spelling skills against the most commonly misspelled words on Dictionary.com. 

2. Smarty Pants School - iPad only - Teach your child to read. Take a short assessment and then Smarty Pants will suggest the iPad classes accordingly. Kids can then take reading lessons that include learning letters, phonics, sight words, and more.

3. Alphabet Tracing - Trace letters and numbers while bringing pictures to life. For iPhone and iPad.

4. Story Kit - A multimedia storytelling tool - take photos, record sound effects, add text, then share.

5. Spell it 2-3-4-5-lite - Spell words 2-5 letters long. Practice and Quiz mode. Words are spoken and used in a sentence. 

6. Spell it 6-7-8-9-lite - Spell words 6-9 letters long. Practice and Quiz mode. Words are spoken and used in a sentence. 

7. Audioboo - Free version allows you to create audio up to 5 minutes in length and post that to your own account on the web. 

8. Early Reader - Teach children all the essential skills for early reading. 

9. International Children's Digital Library - A worldwide collection of free children's books for the iPad. 

10. Dictionary.com - A free dictionary and thesauras right at your fingertips.

11. Exam Vocabulary Builder by AccelaStudy - A flashcard-style approach to studying vocabulary words, mostly for highschool/college level.

12. Spanish Essentials by AccelaStudy - Learn Spanish with this great flashcard and word memory program. 

13. SpanishDict - Over 100,000 entries with a full Spanish-English dictionary. Also provides a word game. 

Math Skills

1. Basic Math - Drill-and-practice instructional strategy. 

2. Math Match Lite - Practicing basic math skills. 

3. Math Quizzer - Addition, Subtraction, Multiplication, and Division. It keeps track of your ""score"" as you progress. 

4. Tell Time LT - Tools for learning hours and half hours only. 

5. TouchCalc - A great calculator tool that also provides many different modes.

6. Math Master - A math matching game where your students have to match the correct answer to the math problem. Adding, subtracting, multiplication, and more.

Social Studies

1. World Wiki - Detailed demographic information of almost 250 countries around the world, right on your iPhone or iPod touch.

2. Brainpop - Daily animated movie, you can test your new knowledge with an interactive quiz.

3. Planets - A 3D guide to the solar system for aspiring astronomers - for iPad (not iPod).

4. USA Presidents - Interesting facts on all the U.S. presidents in a flashcard format, including their pictures. 

5. The Weather Channel Max(for iPad) - Radar, forecasts, local weather and more. 

Science

1. Freshwater Aquarium - An app that turns your phone into a virtual aquarium: watch, feed, and play with different species of fish. For iPad, iPhone, and iPod Touch. 

Creative Arts

1. Mini Piano - One octave keyboard. 

2. Pocket Shaker - You can select percussion instruments and shake away.

3. Kalimba Free - Play this African thumb piano in keys C or G. 

4. Drum Kit Lite - Get every student involved and you'll have a collection of beats!

5. Doodle Kids - Create art and take screenshots to email to family and friends.

6. Whiteboard Lite - Collaborative Drawing - A great tool for individual use. You can also connect 2 iPods via local Wi-Fi and draw/write together.

7. Comic Touch Lite - Using pictures and photos you can add captions and conversation bubbles.

General Games

1. Free Checkers - A great way to pass the time, you can play checkers as one play or with two. For the iPod touch, iPhone, and iPad.

2. Toddler Teasers Shapes - Preschoolers can learn their shapes by touching the correct answer. 4 right answers gets you a virtual sticker. For iPod Touch, iPhone, and iPad.

5 Free iPhone Apps for the Classroom

Here are 5 FREE iPhone apps you won’t want to live without in your classroom.  These apps will help you with classroom management and serve as learning tools for your students.  Of course, the iPhone is not the only mobile device with apps – so check to see if your device has compatible apps!   The following 5 FREE apps can help bring a little 21st century excitement to your classroom.


1. WordPress for iPhone
WordPress is a great app that can benefit teachers in several ways.  Perhaps one of the most widely used apps for mobile blogging, teachers can use WordPress to send out periodic updates to students via the blog, post assignments to be done, suggest reading material, and overall, just stay connected to your blog audience while on the move!   Do you have students that have iPhones?  You could also encourage your students to submit comments via their phone.   Don’t forget, you can always put students in groups to work together since not everyone will have an iPhone.

2. iFlashCards 
iFlashCards is an app that sounds exactly like it is –flashcards that can be carried around in a convenient digital format!  The great thing about this app is that everything can be shared online.  Using the very customizable options, teachers can dictate what material should be focused on, allowing students to create and edit the cards, as well as set 5 different study modes: preview, skim, medium, thorough, and test.  This could be a great homework assignment or bonus opportunity to give to students.  It could also be a fun way for students to spend part of the class –let them study their new cards!  It also gives students a means to create their own digital content.

3. Fluent News Reader
Help your students stay aware of what’s going on in the world -using the Fluent News Reader app!  This app aggregates the top stories from different major news services such as CNN, USA Today, Wall Street Journal, Washington Post, FOX News, etc.  Once downloaded, these stories are available for offline viewing.   This could be a great way to start off your class each day, allowing you to get the day’s biggest headlines in a glance.  Of course, be careful!  As with any news content, you can’t always be sure that all headlines and stories are appropriate for the little ones.   With younger students, you can filter and select the headlines yourself – with older students, let them browse through selecting their favorites and reporting back to the class.  Current events don’t get much more current than this!

4. Dropbox 1.2.5. 
Dropbox is a really cool app that lets teachers access their personal files.  This app gives you 2GB of file storage that can be accessed from any computer, at any time. On iPhone, iPod touch, and iPad, the app allows you to view documents, spreadsheets, presentations, and some videos and photos that you’ve put into your personal file space.  Have something on your home computer that you want to share with your students?  Save it in the Dropbox and you’re good to go!

5. Dragon Dictation 2.0.0 
Tired of typing out a lengthy assignment or email?  Ever wanted to dictate a long series of notes and then e-mail or text them? Dragon Dictation can do that for you!  Just load up the app, tap the red button, and dictate for one minute at a time. The latest version even has multilingual support and allows you to paste text directly.   This is a great administrative tool for teachers, but also a great learning app to use with students.  In a language class?  This app can make a “traditional” speech drill much more fun!  Or, ask your students to recite their original creative poem into the phone.  The possibilities are endless.

I hope these apps are helpful for you to use in your classrooms.

Link Here:

http://blog.simplek12.com/education/5-free-iphone-apps-for-the-classroom/
The Best Apple iPod Touch Apps for Science and Social Studies


Read more: http://www.brighthub.com/education/k-12/articles/64593.aspx#ixzz1FduagXkM


Science and Social Studies teachers rejoice! This list has ten of the top Apple iPod touch apps for use in your classrooms. Read on to learn more!


The apps in this list represent ten of the best Apple iPod Touch apps for Science and Social Studies teachers. They are detailed, feature packed, and, best of all, free! Some of them are versatile enough that they could even be used in both Science and Social Studies.

So, if you are looking for the top Apple iPod Touch apps top integrate technology in these subjects, you need look no further.


Dinosaurs: The American Museum of Natural History Collections: This app may just have the longest title of any app, but that is no slant on its usefulness. This app gives you access to the world's largest collection of dinosaur fossils as photos and recreations, and that adds up to hundreds of individual images. Zoom in on photos, or flip them over to reveal a collection of dinosaur facts. You can even create mosaic pictures of dinosaurs! There is a lot of fun to be had here for any class that is working on a dinosaur or fossil topic.




The Weather Channel: Every good Science and Social teacher needs a decent weather app, and this one falls neatly into that category. This app is packed with features such as local and national weather alerts, customizable radar maps, location based forecasts, and video of local, national and international weather. You can view hourly, daily or even 10 day forecasts. The 200,000 downloads of this app confirm that this really is one of the top Apple iPod touch apps available.




101 Science: Currently only compatible with OS 3.0 and above, (a backward compatible version is due soon), this great Science app quizzes 8-12 year olds on their Science knowledge. There are questions on Biology, Chemistry, Physics, General Science and Earth Science. There are only a set number of questions, but this is a handy revision tool that covers many aspects of Science in the classroom.




World Wiki: This handy app has demographic information from over 200 countries worldwide. Countries are sorted by alphabetical order, and the information is gathered from Wikipedia online, but no internet connection is required to run this app as all the data is stored on your iPod touch. Capitals, governments, flags, currencies and populations are just some of the useful things you will access with this reference app. The newest version even lets you play national anthems! For the sheer breadth of information offered, this has to be one of the best Apple iPod touch apps for education users.



Science Glossary: This Science glossary has the rare feature of being bilingual. You can read it in English or Spanish. The glossary has hundreds of scientific terms and also some mini biographies of some luminaries from the world of Science. Technical terms within the definitions are linked to other entries in the glossary and the navigation is clear and easy to follow. If you need a Science glossary that is quick and easy to access, then this is the one for you.

Top of Form

The Best Apple iPod Touch Apps for Science and Social Studies
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	Article by Jonathan Wylie  Edited & published by ElizabethWistrom
	iPod Touch

 HYPERLINK "http://www.brighthub.com/guides/apple.aspx" Apple

 HYPERLINK "http://www.brighthub.com/guides/social-studies.aspx" Social Studies


Science and Social Studies teachers rejoice! This list has ten of the top Apple iPod touch apps for use in your classrooms. Read on to learn more!

10 Top Apple iPod Touch Apps for Science and Social Studies (cont.)




Google Earth: Who doesn't love Google Earth? Whether you use it on a SmartBoard, desktop, or on your iPod touch, you can't fail to be impressed by what you can get for free from Google. Spin the globe or navigate the planet with a swift swipe of your finger, zoom in and out by pinching, and tilt the world by tilting your iPod touch. Students love it. The iPod touch and iPhone version includes all the same hi-res images you get on the desktop version, can easily be used by both Science and Social Studies teachers, but it does need 211 mb of free space and a WiFi connection.




Planets: The publishers of this popular star gazing app claim over 2.5 million downloads so far. You can view the solar system and constellations in 2D or 3D renderings, and find facts and information on all the planets and their moons. It shows sun rise and sunset times, as well as moon phases. For what it provides, this app has few, if any, rivals and it does it all for free. This is one of the best Apple iPod touch apps available for educators.

Bottom of Form




The Chemical Touch (Lite): Save yourself the hassle of carrying around a textbook, when all you need is your iPod touch. The Chemical Touch Lite provides a clear and simple periodic table. Mass, density, boiling points, and more are available for each of the color coded elements, and if that is not enough, the Internet button will connect you to the Wikipedia entry for the element in question. It is also available in French and other languages too.




NASA: The NASA app is a must for any space related projects. There are an extensive collection of images and videos that catalog the most important moments in space flight history. Launch information, countdown clocks, mission histories, and pictures of the day are just some of the great features you can look forward to. You can even track the movements of the International Space Station as it orbits the Earth, and find out what time you may be able to best see it from the ground.




Constitution for iPhone or iPod Touch: Students of American history cannot fail to be impressed by this digital version of an historic document. It lets you read through all the articles and amendments in a clear and easy to read format. There are also notes from the publisher on individual entries. Why not pair this app with other important documents like the Declaration for Independence or the Geneva Convention. They are made by the same publishers, and are also free to download.

Finding the best Apple iPod Touch apps to use in your classroom is not always an easy task. However, the ones above are great value, can be used by lots of different ages and abilities, and are broad enough to cover significant portions of your taught curriculum. If you know of any more great free apps for Science and Social Studies, then please leave a comment below for the benefit of all readers.


Read more: http://www.brighthub.com/education/k-12/articles/64593.aspx?p=2#ixzz1Fe7kbnwd



The Top 10 iPod Touch Apps to Use in Math Class


Read more: http://www.brighthub.com/education/k-12/articles/63422.aspx#ixzz1Fe73EcSn


Liven up your Math lessons with some great free iPod Touch apps for your students to use in class. These are apps you can count on!


Finding free iPod Touch apps and games to use in Math classes can be a frustrating and time consuming venture. Many have limited functionality or are littered with ads for the paid versions. However, not all apps are like that. The following are my pick for the top 10 iPod Touch apps. All of them are free, and all have legitimate uses for Math teachers and their students.


The Best Free iPod Touch Apps and Games for Math Teachers




Math Tutor Lite: Practice basic math skills with this great Math app. Math Tutor Lite is the free version of Math Tutor, but it has more than enough content to make it a worthwhile download.So, whether you want your students to brush up on addition, multiplication, subtraction or division, you will find that all skills are covered here. There are six levels of difficulty for each skill, and students are given instant feedback on how well they have done. The games can be played with a timer for an extra challenge, or without.




iFormulas: This useful app contains over 330 formulas, definitions, laws and properties and would be a great quick reference guide for secondary level Math classes. Algebra, Geometry, Calculus and Trigonometry are all covered by iFormulas. It won't tell you the answers, but it will provide you with the formulas you need to calculate the answer. It is like having a Math book in your pocket, so easily earns a spot as one of the top10 iPod Touch apps for Math classrooms.




Number Line: This award winning app will help your students learn about fractions, decimals, percentages and their equivalents. The game features several levels where the object is to drag objects onto a number line in the correct numerical order. Points are awarded for the correct placement of the numbers, as well as for completing the level in a quick time. Points are subtracted for placing numbers in the wrong place. Great fun.





Sudoku (Free): Free iPod Touch Apps and Games don't come much better than this. Apple awarded this game the best soduku game available, and rated it as #9 in their Game of the Year awards. 40 puzzles and four different skill levels makes this number crunching app a worthwhile addition to any classroom. The game can be paused and picked up later, and all the best statistics are stored to help students compete against each other. Hints are provided if needed.



Basic Math: This is another skills drill app that will help your students practice their basic math facts. Designed largely for under 12s, the included exercises have varying levels of difficulty and cover addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. Again, a timer can be added if students want to play against the clock, and you can even set a delay between between questions depending on whether they were answered correctly or incorrectly.


The Best Free iPod Touch Apps and Games for Math Teachers (cont.)




Quick Graph: This full featured graphing calculator app is highly rated by visitors to the iTunes store. It allows you to plot 2D and 3D equations with ease, and up to three equations can be visualized simultaneously. You can pinch to zoom in on your graph, drag to move or rotate it, and shake to reset your view. There is also a library of the most commonly used equations. Finally, unlike some apps on this list, Quick Graph is not a free version of a paid app. Quick Graph is a free stand alone app that has all the features you need without paying for any more. A must for advanced Math classes, and another easy pick for one of the top 10 iPod Touch apps for Math teachers.




Touch Calc: This useful scientific calculator app means that your iPod Touch can serve double duties in the classroom. It offers all the basic calculator functions like addition and subtraction, but also includes a scientific mode, a statistical mode, and a bit/integer mode. Colored keys are added to help you distinguish between the different functions, and preferences can be set for each mode. All in all, this is a powerful and useful free app to have.





TanZen Lite: Help your students foster a shape awareness with this neat tangram app. This is another award winning game that students will love to take time out to play. Choose one of the 45 puzzles, and try to fit all seven shapes in the shaded area to complete the level. Puzzles range in difficulty from easy to hard, and a full tutorial is included for new users. Hints can be turned on or off, and an advanced mode is available for master puzzlers to try the same puzzles in a whole new light. Soothing zen music is played in the background to all puzzles, but that too can be turned off if needed.




Units: Sometimes you find free iPod Touch apps and games that just have a universal usefulness. Units is one such app. This handy utility is a unit of measurement converter. You can convert area, currency, energy, temperature, time, length, weight, speed, and pressure quickly and easily. Just choose the category you want, and input the data you want to convert. Simple, but effective.



Math Drills Lite: More drills, but these are drills with a difference. Solutions to the problems are revealed with a variety of on-screen manipulatives like number lines, the nine times tables on your fingers, or wooden blocks. There are also problems with missing operation signs, or greater than and less than signs, so it could be a useful way to introduce students to basic algebra problems. An on-screen graphic keeps track of the number of right and wrong answers.

I hope that you found my top 10 iPod Touch apps for Math teachers useful. Please share it with whoever you think could benefit from this - including parents. Many of these apps would be great recommendations for parents, as would another of my articles, The Best Apps for Education. If there are other apps that you are using that you feel deserve a place on this list, then please share your own free iPod Touch apps and games in the comments below.


Read more: http://www.brighthub.com/education/k-12/articles/63422.aspx?p=2#ixzz1Fe7UMyxL


Teaching with iPhone Apps
http://blogs.scholastic.com/classroom_solutions/2010/01/teaching-with-iphone-apps.html
by Megan Power on Thursday, January 21, 2010
Posted in: Activities, Classroom Tools, Language Arts, Reading, Technology 


Share 


Do you have an iPhone or an iPod Touch? If you do, you have another teaching tool right in your pocket! Here are some great mobile learning applications that will be sure to enlighten and entertain students at a variety of grade levels – at home and in the classroom!

Clifford's BE BIG with Words
Scholastic has a great word game application that kids will love, called Clifford's BE BIG With Words. It stars that lovable big red dog. As many of you may know, Clifford is a favorite among my students! Students can use this application to experiment with letters and letter sounds by helping Jetta paint spelling words. This application really delivers its promise to engage kids in "word building, spelling, and vocabulary skills." Take a look at the video demonstration to see how you can use it as a fun learning tool with your students.

After receiving this application to try out, I recommended it to my students' parents for educational practice on the go! Many parents already have an iPhone or iPod Touch and were excited to try it at home with their child. 



   

  

  In the classroom, I put my iPhone on my document camera and we  use it to play the game with the whole class. I love using it to show my students how changing the last letter of a CVC word can make a whole new word. In this game, students choose a first letter and then the vowel. For example, we chose "C" followed by "U". Then we talk about what words we can make. The choices the game provides is "T" "P" or "B." As a class, we can figure out what the words would be with these letter endings. Next we vote on the word we want to make and select the correct letter. An animated part of the application shows Jetta painting a picture of the word we just made, C-U-P!

As I teacher, I love that it gives my students an immediate visual confirmation of the meaning of the word that we made together. It helps my students, especially English Language Learners, make the visual connection with the printed word. 


WordGirl Word Hunt


 
WordGirl Word Hunt

 HYPERLINK "http://www.scholastic.com/iphoneapps/wordgirl/index.htm"  is more advanced educational iPhone/iTouch application that provides a wonderful way to help develop and enhance student's vocabulary. It is recommended for upper elementary grade students. In each adventure, students must choose and collect ten correct words to help WordGirl defeat the villains. Even if the child selects the wrong word it gives the definition, and tells whether the word is correct or not. 
Although this application is too difficult for most of my kindergartners, it was fun to try it out with two of my very high readers in my class. We have been working on developing their vocabulary skills in the classroom, so I had these students try the game. It was interesting to see them work together to try to figure out which word would fit best. As they played, they got increasingly better at figuring out the correct words. I would recommend this application to upper elementary teachers and parents that would like to enhance their child's vocabulary.
 

Toddler Teasers


 My 15 month old son plays some of these Toddler Teasers on my iPhone. He is a total digital kid and loves computers and phones. I purchased the Quizzing application and I have installed the free shapes game about two months ago. My son is able to manipulate these games on his own. I love how the Quizzing game goes through letters, colors, shapes, and numbers. The best part is when he touches the wrong answer it says what he touches. For example, if it asks him to touch the star and he touches the circle, it says, "Circle. Try again." I have recommended this application to several friends and parents with younger children. If you are a preschool teacher or you have kindergartners that need additional support working on these skills, this is a great educational application to have and recommend to parents. 
 Do you have any other great iPhone or iPod Touch applications that you find useful in the classroom or that you have recommended to parents? Please share them here! I would also love to hear if you have tried any of the application discussed in this blog.
  #1 Jennifer Evans
This is great! We use our IPod Touch at home with my three year old and have been for about the last six months. It has been great for him! I teach him from home. I love the applications that help tracing letters right on the Ipod. Actually watching him on the Ipod helped me realize that he was able to do fractions and addition! Glad to have seen that, because I was able to add those things in my lesson plans! Ha!

That is so great to hear! It is such a great learning tool that we have right there in our pockets. Your son is a lucky little guy!
Smiles,
Megan

  #2 Sheri Burkeen
Thanks for the great app suggestions. We have a cart of 21 ipod touches for our PK, JK and Senior Kindergarten to check out and use in the classroom. We have a website that tells some of our favorite apps and how we are using these devices in our curriculum. http://web.me.com/eccsms/poddytraining/ Can't wait to try out your suggestions and the apps Brad mentioned above.

That is so great that you have this cart. I am sure it is very helpful in your classroom. Thank you also for the link to your favorite apps. There are some great ones on there that I am going to get. Do the students get to check these out and take them home? That would be great if you could put books read by teachers or students they could listen to at home. You could also do some parent education podcasts shwing parents strategies for reading with their children. Thank you for sharing and I am interested in hearing more about how you use these. I hope to hear from you soon.
Smiles,
Megan

  #3 Brad Nikunen

Oh, I LOOOOOVE using the iPod touch in my classroom. Thank you for sharing. I just need to have a whole class set. We use it on a rotational basis. Mostly used for a few apps, podcasts, and classroom made movies.

I mostly have found free apps, but I like gFlash+. You can create your own flashcards on google docs, then use on the touch. FlashMath is another favorite. I have created worksheets for kids to actually write and solve the math problems, then click on the answer. It's great for speed practice. And finally, my favorite: crayon physics. It's a paid app, but awesome on the SMARTBoard, or iPod touch.


Thank you so much for sharing about this! It is such a great tool that we can use with our students. You should look into writing a grant to get funds for the class set!
Smiles,
Megan

